PO Edward Arthur Jelley 78762 RAFVR

Edward, known as "Teddy", was born in 1906 in Church
Green, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, the only son of Arthur
Jelley and Maggie Lavinia Jelley nee Boardman.

Educated at Burton Boys' Grammar School, Derbyshire,
Edward was employed as a Bank Clerk before joining the
RAF in March 1940. Commissioned in May 1940, Edward
was posted to 75(NZ) Sqn at RAF Feltwell, Norfolk, in
August 1940 from 20 OTU at RAF Lossiemouth, Scotland.

On 29/30 September 1940, ten squadron crews were
detailed to carry out individual attacks on targets in
Leipzig, Magdeburg and Osnabruck - Edward's target
was Leipzig.

At 19:30 on 29 September Edward, operating as the
Rear Gunner, and the crew departed RAF Mildenhall,
Suffolk, in Wellington 1c R3168 (AA-O).

At 05:00 on 30 September, on return to base, the
aircraft was abandoned by the crew when it ran short of
fuel and was unable to divert safely. The aircraft crashed
near Simonsbath on Exmoor, Devon and Edward was the
only crew member not to survive.

Edward is buried in Church Gresley Cemetery,
Swadlincote, Derbyshire

Edward is commemorated on Wall Panel 189
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